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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS: 


CficpiS: 


RESULTS OF A VISIT TO ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY 


A three-person group sent in mid-March by the Conmittee has 
reported its findings on the state of science and human rights in 
Argentina and Uruguay. The group included Drs. Christian Anf insen 
and Robert Perry, NAS members, and Mr. Jay Davenport, staff. The 
Committee has considered the group's findings and is reporting them 
to the Members of the National Academy of Sciences at their annual 
meeting in Washington. 

ARGENTINA 

It Is the Committee's judgment that the situation for science 
is adversely affected by the state of human rights in Argentina. 

Concern for personal safety, the continued practice of arbitrary 
dismissal from scientific posts, the substantial number of scientists 
vho have disappeared and about vhom the governmental authorities profess 
no taovledge, are clear violations of human rights. 


The NAS group report (which is attached) provides a detailed 
Account of the group’s contacts, from the president of Argentina to the 
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families of "disappeared** scientists. The Committee has accepted 
this report and nov calls upon the Government of Argentina to release . 
two scientists held without trial: Elena Sevilla, Physicist and 

Claudio Bermann, Psychiatrist. (Detailed accounts of their background 
and detention are attached.) 

INTERNATIONAL CANCER CONGRESS 
The Committee accepts the findings of the visiting group 
vlth respect to the International Cancer Congress scheduled for October. 
While recognizing the concerns that have been expressed by some American 
and European scientists the Crmmittee does not endorse the boycott of the 
Congress they have organized. The Committee believes the cause of science 
and human rights in this Instance is furthered by free participation in 
the Congress and by assisting those Congress attendees vho so desire to 
express their human rights concerns while in Argentina. To this end the 
Committee has asked the Human Rights Clearinghouse of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science to help Congress participants 
identify the Argentine officials and Argentine private human rights groups 
to contact, and to arrange for meetings vith the families of disappeared 
scientists. 


URUGUAY 


In Uruguay the group vas given permission to visit imprisoned 

mathematician Tng. Jose Luis end Vii* wife fin different urisons) 

And to seek permission for their exile from Uruguay. Professor Massera 
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has offers from adacemic Institutions in Europe and the US. The 
Committee acknowledges the cooperation of Uruguayan officials for 

permitting the group to visit the Masseras and agreeing to assist 
In expediting their personal exchange of correspondence and the 
receipt by Professor Massera of technical literature. In light of 
the duration of the Masseras imprisonment and the lengthy trial 
procedure, the Committee calls upon the Government of Uruguay to 
expedite the Masseras' release and urges that the Masseras be exiled 
to a country that will receive them. 


TRIP REPORT: 

ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY 
MARCH 1978 

BACKGROUND 

KA5 Committee on Human Rights 

In April 1976 the Committee on Human Rights of the National Academy 
of Sciences vas formed out of concern that the human condition is absolutely 
diminished by deprivations of basic rights whenever ,- wherever, and to whomever 
they occur. The special sense of responsibility the Committee feels toward 
Its colleagues and its limited resources restricts activities to drawing 
attention to selected cases of scientists and scholars whose situation Is 
particularly grave and well documented. The plight of those few on whose 
behalf the Comittee speaks and acts, however, is symbolic of that of many 
others from all walks of life. The Committee sincerely hopes that in 
seeking to alleviate the conditions of its collegues those actions will 
benefit others as well. 

In its first public statement one year later, the NAS Committee drew 
attention to the situation of 8 individuals In 3 countries who illustrate 
the basic concern for deprivation of human rights: Federico Alvarez Rojas, 

Gabriella Carabelll, Juan Carlos Gallardo, Antonio Misetlch, and 
E d u ardo Pasquinl of Argentina ; Jose Lufs Massera of Uruguay; and Sergei Kovalev 
-and Yuriy Orlov of the USSR. Later the Committee added 8 others to Its list: 
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Yladiair Lastuvka and Alex Machacek of Czechoslovakia; Antoliy Shcharanakiy 
of the USSR; T. W. Kamil, 1. Made Sat ay as a, Buraono Vivoho, and 
Xaoaluddim Singgih of Indonesia; and Ibrahima ty of Mali. The Committee 
asked its correspondent network of 350 KAS members to write or cable 
government officials in behalf of these individuals, to offer support 
to families, to call attention to their plight within professional 
societies, and to enlist the assistance of others through international 
contacts. 

Trip to Argentina and Uruguay 

The Committee began informal discussions during the summer of 1977 
with the Argentine and Uruguayan Ambassadors In Washington. During those 
conversations, NAS Committee representatives were invited to visit 
Argentina and Uruguay. In March 1978 the Committee sent three representatives 
to those countries: Ur. Christian B. Anf insen. Laboratory of Chemical 

Biology, National Institute of Arthritis, Metabolism and Digestive Diseases, 
Bethesda; Dr. Robert P. Perry, the Institute of Cancer Research, Philadelphia; 
-and Mr. Jay Davenport, from the NAS Office of the Foreign Secretary. The 
group held extensive conversations with scientists, government officials, 
end families of scientists who are in prison or who have disappeared. They 
also delivered scientific lectures and participated in technical discussions. 

ARGENTINA 

The Context 

Argentine representatives in Washington and in Buenos Aires insist that 
human rights in their country are not well reported in the United States and, 
consequently , that "the situation is not understood" by North Americans. 
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The NAS representatives agree that the situation is a complex one, but the 
visit to Buenos Aires did not bring to light new evidence to Justify what 
can only be described as a systematic campaign to gloss over repressive 
human rights actions in the guise of anti-subversion and "emergency action." 

Argentina has gone through serious internal social and political 
struggles during the last 10 years. Those struggles have been extensively 
reported in major U.S. and Western European newspapers, and the crisis of 
1975 and 1976 received vide attention even In the scientific press 
(Nature, Science, New Scientist, C&E News) . 

Argentine officials continue to maintain that those vho did not live 
through those years cannot conceive the magnitude of terrorism, kidnappings, 
street fighting, runaway Inflation, and general government breakdown that 
began under General Juan Feron upon his return to power and continued under 
the administration of his wife, Isabel Martinez de Feron. These same 
officials say that national bankruptcy and a state of anarchy justified the 
extreme measures taken at the time of the military coup d'etat in March 1976, 
and while admitting that excesses did occur, they insist that the harsh 
crackdown against the guerillas and anarchists was popularly supported. 

The crackdown took at least four forms: 

1) A search and destroy operation by the police and military forces 
against armed subversion, kidnapping and other forms of overt anti-government 
activity. The Government now says this "internal war" is over, and a 
visitor to Buenos Aires can see that people move freely throughout the capital 
at all hours. (Unlike Chile, so general curfew was Imposed.) 


2 ) An active campaign to remove from positions in government, 
universities , research institutes, hospitals, end other publicly supported 
institutions individuals, generally of the political left, but about whoa 
there usually is insufficient evidence to sustain any charge of subversion. 
Some are merely declared "surplus" and given terminal pay. The government 
decree establishing the practice of suspensions began under Juan Peron, who 
had his ovn agenda and reasons for dismissals. The practice was continued 
by the present military government when it assumed power and is still in 
frequent use today. 

3) The use of emergency powers under the Constitution that permits 
the Executive Power (President) to arrest and bold without charge for 

24 months a person suspected of anti-government political activities. This 
voder cjecutivo nacional (PEN) was modified somewhat in September 1977, 

18 months after the coup. Beginning in December 1977 and continuing to 
March 1978, a list of more than 3,000 persons officially held under the PEN 
has been published. Many were originally detained by the Perons 3 or more 
years ago. 

4) The existence of desaparecldos (disappeared), people who are 
simply "not registered." The true tragedy of Argentina is the large number 
of persons who have "disappeared" over the past 2 years. The Government 
explains this by saying some people "disappear" in any society; some were 
killed in the terrorism because they were "involved"; others have "chosen 
no disappear", because they were associated with the terrorists and have now 
gone underground to avoid being brought to justice. 

Worldwide attention is focused on the desaparecldos not only because of 


-those who have . disappeared but because many continue to disappear. A case 
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occurred while the NAS Committee representatives were visiting Buenos Aires. 

Dr. Beatrix iparraguirre de Weinstein, a prominent research hematologist 
widely faiovn for her work on the "Buenos Aires" abnormal hemoglobin variant, 
was abducted from her home about 3:00 a.m. on the morning of March 8, 1978, 
by an armed group of men dressed in mufti, who identified themselves as 
being "from the police" and who drove unmarked cars. The family immediately 
reported the abduction to authorities and instituted habeas corpus 
proceedings; there was an official denial that any government forces were 
responsible. The family also asked ©any prominent scientists, including 
the NAS group, to lodge protests and to make inquiries at all levels in the 
government. On the morning of March 14 Dr. Iparraguirre was freed, again at 
night, on the 'streets of Buenos Aires. 

Vas Dr. Iparraguirre the victim of the para^military operating under 
official acquiescence? Or, as Government officials suggest, was the entire 
operation of hoax to embarrass the government? It is difficult to believe 
the scenario suggested by the government because the number of individuals 
who disappear, even now, continues to be large. If the person is a journalist, 
lawyer, scientist, or other professional of some prominence and if there Is 
an immediate campaign - * of inquiry and outcry, the individual may "turn up." 

The Visits 

The group from the NAS Committee visited the President of the Republic, 

Xt. General Jorge R. Vldela; the Minister of Education; the Minister of 
* 

Social Welfare; the Subsecretary of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; and the President of the National Council for Scientific 
and Technological Research. Two important requests, however, were not granted. 
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A1 though the group had asked veil In advance of Its visit to Buenos Aires 
to meet the Kinister of the Interior or his representative to discuss with 
his their concern about political prisoners and "disapp eared” persons, this 
did not occur. The NAS group vas also not permitted, despite prior request, 
to visit a prisoner vho has an Invitation to come to a C.S, university as 
A research associate. The refusal to allow these visits and the Impact of 
the Iparraguirre disappearance can only be described as shadows that cast 
grave doubt on the actions of the Argentine Government with respect to 
human rights. 

The group did meet with individuals vho have been subjected to arbitrary 
Action and with family members of persons vho have disappeared. On this 
very personal level the Argentine tragedy is profound. 

The group also visited several scientific organizations, and Drs. Anf insen 
«nd Perry gave a seminar on their current research. This aspect of the 
visit had the beneficial effect of continuing scientific comunication with 
Argentine scientists vho have suffered restrictions, overt and Implied, 
under the military regime since 1976. Scientific visits are as Important to 
Argentine scientists as they are to all scientists. The emphasis on the 
free communication between scientists and its corollary, the freedom to 
pursue science without fear of arbitrary dismissal, arrest, or the necessity 
to adhere to political guidelines of the state, is an Important facet of the 
Jarger question of human rights and is not generally appreciated by 
Argentine Authorities. 

^h e International Cancer Congress 

The HAS group spoke with the organisers of the International Cancer Congress 
About the publicly announced plan by some 13. S. and Western European scientists 
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to boycott the Congress in Buenos Aires on the grounds of gross rights 

violations by the Argentine military government. The KAS group considered 
the boycott approach, and does not endorse it, feeling it Is better to keep 
open channels of scientific communication among scientists in spite of the 
repressive acts of the Argentine government. 

The KAS group constantly referred to the International Cancer Congress in 
discussions with Argentine officials, ■particularly with Admiral Julio Bardi, 
the Minister of Social Welfare, and with President Jorge R. Videla. We 
urged that a humanitarian gesture on their part, such as the release of 
Elena Sevilla and agreement to a more open process of investigating 
desaparecidos, could be interpreted by the scientific community as a positive 
sign in the area of human rights. As of April 1978, the Argentine military 
government has not given such a sign. 

An alternative to the boycott is the act of participating in the 
Congress and using the opportunity to make representations to Argentine 
authorities on behalf of scientists whose human rights have been abridged, 
which was the mode of operation of the NAS group. The group thus endorses 
participation plus human rights advocacy on the part of individual 
E.S. scientists who plan to attend the International Cancer Congress. 


URUGUAY 


The Context 

Although the scientific situation In Uruguay As quite different 
Aron that in Argentina, the history of human rights violations As similar. 
Uruguay, too, went through a period of political disruption and' near anarchy 
An the late 19 60s and the early 1970s* Because of terrorism, hyperinflation, 
and a general breakdown of normal government, the military seized control. 

The actions of the military authorities, as In Argentina, were swift, harsh, 
and decisive. Thousands were detained and denied protection of due process. 

The suspension of rights, strong circumstantial evidence of. torture, and 
the intransigence of Uruguayan authorities led to many international inquiries. 
In the United Nations and in the Organization of American States, pleas 
for moderation by Uruguay's neighbors were largely ignored. 

The NAS Committee had lodged a humanitarian plea for a mathematician, 

•Jose Lu^s Has sera, with the Uruguayan Ambassador in Washington. The 
A m b assador responded with a statement of the case against Kassera, who was first 
secretary of the Uruguayan Communis t Party (before political parties in the 
.country were "recessed") and was circumstantially linked with the discovery 
of a -large cache of arms and was purportedly involved with a subversive 
plan to seize the government. He has now been imprisoned for over two 
years on charges of "subversive association," while his case has dragged 
.on in the military court with no date for final disposition and his health 
lias not been good. This was the basis for the humanitarian plea. 

The intervention for fiassera and his wife from the NAS Committee was 
in support of a much larger movement by mathematicians from Trance, Italy, 
the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Venezuela, and elsewhere. 

Offers of teaching and research positions in mathematics have been made by 


the University of Paris (Sud) , the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology .(England) , Brown University (USA), and the University of 
Costa Blca, among others. 

The Visits 

The official visits were held on March 10-13, 1978 when the 
President, Dr. Aparicio Mendez, and his cabinet were in the provincial 
city of Treinta y Tres. (Mr. Davenport had also been received by the 
Minister of Education on March 3rd when he went to Montevideo to confirm 
the final schedule for Drs. Anfinsen and Perry.) Dr. Federico Garcia 
Capurro, a Counsellor of State, who was introduced to the NAS Committee 
by the Uruguayan Ambassador in Washington, was particularly helpful in 
making arrangements at the University, the cBaical hospital, the Foreign 
Ministry and the Supreme Military Tribunal. A military officer, Lt. Col. 
Victor Escobal, was assigned to escort the NAS group. 

In contrast to Argentina, the government allowed the NAS group 
to visit Professor Massera in the military prison near La Libertad. That 
meeting, in the presence of the prison connnandant and the escort officer, 
included a conversation with Professor Massera about his state of health, 
his knowledge of his case before the Supreme Military Court, and his 
Interest in accepting a position in mathematics outside Uruguay if he 
and his wife are permitted to leave the country. The NAS Committee 
Tepresentatives found him to be alert and interested in rejoining 
the mathematics community outside his country. He is restricted in prison 
by a lack of suitable mathematics books and particularly by an absurd 
Tule that all reading materials, including those in mathematics or 
other technical subjects, must be in the Spanish language. 
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The NAS Committee was also allowed to visit Senora Kassera, who 
Is incarcerated In the women*® prison, Funta Rieles, on charges of 
"aiding subversive association. " She appeared to be in good health and 
volunteered the information that she Is given only light duties as she 
is recuperating from a gallbladder operation performed one year ago. 

Finally, the group made an important visit to Colonel Dr. Federico 
Silva Ledesma, chief judge of the Supreme Military Tribunal, under whom 
the case against Professor Massera Is being prosecuted. The trial la 
conducted, "in camera," by submission of written briefs from the prosecution 
and the defense. Another 6 to 6 months will be needed before a judgment 
is made and the sentence is delivered. Professor Massera is charged with 
"subversive association," which carries a penalty of 3 to 18 years 
under Uruguayan military lav. Colonel Ledesma stated that the plea and 
presence of the KA5 group could be viewed in a positive manner when 
the case of Professor Massera is finally decided by the court. The group 
left this meeting with the feeling that the worldwide humanitarian appeal 
can be of help to Professor Massera and his wife and should be continued. 

OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
Human Rights as an Issue 

Advocacy of human rights as an official element of U.S. foreign 
policy is well known to the ordinary citizen on the streets of Buenos 
Aires and Montevideo. Defense of human rights is understood by them 
And is faithful to their long tradition for individual freedom. This 
-redounds positively and references to los gringos are likely to be rather 
more simpatico than a few years ago. To most people, however, the erosion 


of human rights is worrisome but not immediate. Military governments in 


both countries, therefore, have only a Halted Incentive to a plea for 

any Individual or for a more general restoration of Individual freedoms. 

The group returned , therefore, with a realistic but not necessarily 
optimistic view of what private groups can accomplish In advocacy for 
human rights. The military governments of Argentina and Uruguay are 
concerned about their image abroad. Both are subject to public opinion 
at home and through international diplomacy. The group concluded that 
aost of the possibilities for NAS Committee activity are small and of 
limited visibility. But however small, consistent human rights 
actions are catalytic and cumulative. 

Argentina and Human Rights 

The NAS group returned with genuine appreciation for the opportunities 
to discuss different perceptions about human rights issues with Argentina 
authorities. It is perhaps significant that the President of the nation 
would take time to exchange views on human rights with foreign scientists. 

But discussion is not action and the overall impression is not 
hopeful. As outsiders, and certainly non-experts In political affairs, 

■the NAS group feels that there is a deliberate plan to confuse rather 
than clarify the issues. Tor example, the publication of the list of 
persons held under the authority of the poder ejecutivo nacional 
CPEN) , is not necessarily an indication of a more open attitude; the 
Argentina Constitution guarantees the right to know who is imprisoned. 

To human rights advocates and to thousands of Argentine f amil ies the 
issue is not who is under PEN, but who are the desaparecldos (disappeared). 
Until there is an impartial inquiry into this tragic aspect of recent 
Argentine history, no one can be sure that the charge of "official 
ter^orisa ,, is part of the past and not the present. 


The current official acquiescence to spontaneously formed human 
Tights groups such is the Asamblea Permanente de Derechos HiTtr^nos 
the Madras -de la Plata de Mayo is not a sign of return to normalcy in 
in Argentina. These groups are severely proscribed in their activities, 
their leadership is harassed and their membership subtly threatened by 
constant government actions. Their membership is largely composed of 
families of disappeared persons, and their goals are the redress of 
personal grievance; the courts are not responsive to the inquiries from 
these groups. 

Turning specifically to the sciences, the summary removal of many 
qualified professors, research workers, and other technically trained 
professionals gives the appearance of ideological or arbitrary harassment. 
Although It is not easily accomplished, it appeared to us, as observers, 
that a case-by-case review of all dismissals under the "Ley de preclndibilidad" 
and institution of due process could redress past errors and restore confidence 
in the traditional Argentine system of recognition for excellence. 

Uruguay and Human Rights 

In Uruguay the NAS group received a greater degree of official 
cooperation than in Argentina. The visits to Professor Jose Lufs Massera 
and his wife were positive signs that the military government wishes 
to counter the international charges against its treatment of prisoners. 

This move, in and by itself, does not remove the cloud of suspicion of 
previous mistreatment, arbitrary action, and Inhumane activities, but 
ve believe It does signal a change in attitude and may be a first step 
from which to proceed. 

The creation of the "Central Office of the Information of Persons" 
for human rights inquiries from outside Uruguay Is another positive step. 

'Me are tempted to hope that It Is a new sign that Uruguay intends to 


move toward greater individual freedom and respect for human rights. 

The fact that a scientific group from the KA S and a legal group 
from the American Ear Association were received in March and April 1978 
also indicates official awareness that Uruguay cannot live* in isolation 
and cannot consider the human rights Issues a purely domestic matter. 
Uruguay is a member of the United Nations and of the Organization 
of American States and seems to recognize its responsibility to these 
organizations. We believe, however, that Uruguay can do more to assure 
the world that human rights are respected by moving ahead more boldly 
in its restoration of human rights for prisoners, for scientists, 
and for all citizens. 


4.24.78 


April 24, 1978 


National Academy of Sciences 

I IO I CONSTITUTION AVENUE 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20418 


COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SIGHTS 

CAS LE *ODnm NAftECO 
T«VX — : 7 1 OS AS SSSS 
TEu.i «*0«l 


The Committee on Human Rights of the National Academy of Sciences was 
formed out of concern that the human condition is absolutely diminished by 
deprivations of basic rights whenever, wherever, and to whomever they may 
occur. The special sense of responsibility we feel toward our colleagues 
and our limited resources restrict our activity to drawing attention to 
selected cases of scientists and scholars whose situation is particularly 
grave and well documented. The plight of those few on whose behalf we 
speak and act, however, is symbolic of that of many others from all walks of 
life. We sincerely hope that in seeking to alleviate the conditions of 
our colleagues our actions will benefit those others as well. 


NAMES PROFESSIONS 

Claudio Santiago Bermann Medical Doctor, Psychiatrist 

Elena Sevilla Physicist 

COUNTRY:. ARGENTINA 

Representatives of the NAS Committee on Human Rights who visited 
Buenos Aires in March 1978 were informed that Dr. Claudio Bermann and 
Sra. Elena Sevilla are currently detained by Argentine authorities at 
the disposal of the executive power. No formal charges have been filed 
against either scientist; their cases are under review for permission to 
leave the country. At this time the NAS Committee requests the immediate 
release and right of option to leave Argentina for both persons so that 
they may take up their scientific work abroad. 

A synopsis of information about each follows: 

1. Claudio Santiago Bermann , about 50, is a psychiatrist who had 
a small private practice in Cordoba; he was formerly a professor at the 
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Univers ity of Cordoba and director of its Neuropathic Institute. He 
was arrested at his home in late April 1976, taken first to a penitentiary 
in that city but transfered to Sierra Chica prison in Buenos Aires Province 
in December 1976. He was held incommunicado for many months and only much 
later was his family officially informed of his whereabouts. Dr. Bermann 
is representative of a large group of persons in the health sciences related 
to the study and treatment of mental and emotional illnesses that has been 
subjected to arbitrary arrest and Imprisonment since the military coup d'etat 
in March 1976. 

2. Elena Sevilla , about 30, is an atomic physicist who was trained at 
the Institute of Physics, Bariloche; she received the Licenciado degree in 
December 1973. After graduation she taught at the University of the South 
and continued to do research at the Institute. 

She was arrested in November 1975 just five days after giving bir.th 
to a child by Caesarian section. Her husband had been arrested two months 
earlier; lack of evidence against her led to acquittal in a court in Ravson 
in January 1976, but she was immediately detained by federal police and 
held without charge under authority of the executive power. Sra. Sevilla 
is currently held at Villa Devoto Prison in Buenos Aires and has applied for 
exile under the rights of option of the Argentine Constitution. She has 
been offered an opportunity to join the Department of Physics, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, U.S.A.,to do advanced study and begin research 
work once" again. 
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The NAS Committee on Hunan Rights calls upon the scientific 
community to join with It in petitioning the Government of Argentina 
for the immediate release and right of exile for Dr. Bermann and 
Sra Sevilla. 


WHERE TO WRITE: 


Lt. Gen. Jorge Rafael Videla 
President of the Republic of Argentina 
Cosa P.osada 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 


SEND COPIES TO : 

Dr. Jorge A. Aja Espil 
Ambassador 

Embassy of Argentina 

1600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20009 


Mr. Raul A. Castro 
Ambassador 

Embassy of the U.S.A. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


